LAFAYETTE PARISH
EQIP
HANDBOOK CHAPTER |11- Eligible Cost — Shared Practices

CHAPTER 111

A. Maximum Cost-Share Rates and I ncentives
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LAFAYETTE PARISH

E(?\II P N .
HANDBOOK CHAPTER |11- Eligible Cost — Shared Practices

Statewide M aximum Practice Cost per Contract:

Note: Thefollowingisalist of statewide established maximum practice cost per contract. The
statewide established maximum practice cost per contract will apply to this Parish EQIP
Handbook unless a lower cost has been recommended by the L ocal Conservation Programs
committee, approved by the State Conservationist, and noted differently on pages|11-4, 111-5,
and |11-6 of this Parish EQIP Handbook.

Practice | Maximum Practice

Practice Name Unit Code Cos per Contract
Access Road ft. 560 $5,000
Animal Trailsand Walkways ft. 575 $5,000
Brush Management ac. 314
Composting Facility no. 317
Contour Farming ac. 330
Cover & Green Manure Crop ac. 340
Critical Area Planting ac. 342
Dike ft. 356 $7,500
Diversion ft. 362 $10,000
Fence ft. 382
Field Border ft. 386 $5,000
Filter Strip ac. 393
Forest Harvest Trails &
Landings ac. 655 $10,000
Forest Site Preparation ac. 490
Forest Stand | mprovement ac. 666
Grade Stabilization Structure no. 410 $10,000
Grassed Waterway ac. 412
Heavy Use Area Protection ac. 561 $10,000
Irrigation Land Leveling ac. 464 $25,000
Irrigation System, Tailwater
Recovery no. 447
Irrigation Water Conveyance:

Ditch and Canal Lining ft. 428 $25,000

Pipeline: ft. 430 $25,000
Irrigation Water M anagement ac. 449
Land Smoothing ac. 466 $25,000
Lined Waterway or Outlet ft. 468
Mulching ac. 484
Nutrient M anagement ac. 590
Pasture & Hayland Planting ac. 512
Pest Management ac. 595
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LAFAYETTE PARISH
Pipdine ft. 516 $10,000
Pond no. 378 $7,500

E(?\II P . .
HANDBOOK CHAPTER I11- Eligible Cost — Shared Practices

Statewide Maximum Practice Cost per Contract: (continued)

Note: Thefollowingisalist of statewide established maximum practice cost per contract. The
statewide established maximum practice cost per contract will apply to this Parish EQIP
Handbook unless a lower cost has been recommended by the L ocal Conservation Programs
committee, approved by the State Conservationist, and noted differently on pages|11-4, 111-5,
and I11-6 of this Parish EQIP Handbook.

Practice Maximum Practice
Practice Name Unit Code Cost per Contract
Pond Sealing or Lining: no. 521 $7,500
Precision Land Forming ac. 462 $25,000
Prescribed Burning ac. 338
Prescribed Grazing ac. 528A
Residue M anagement,

No-till & Strip-till ac. 329A
Residue M anagement,

Mulch-till ac. 329B
Residue M anagement,

Ridge-till ac. 329C
Riparian Forest Buffer ac. 391
Roof Runoff M anagement no. 558
Sediment Basin no. 350 $7,500
Shallow Water Management
For Wildlife ac. 646
Streambank & Shordine
Protection ft. 580
Srip Cropping:

Contour ac. 585
Field ac. 586
Structure for Water Control no. 587 $7,500

Terrace ft. 600
Tree/Shrub Establishment ac. 612
Underground Outlet

(with terrace) ft. 620
Use Exclusion ac. 472 $10,000
Watering Facility no. 614 $7,500
Waste Stor age Facility no. 313
Waste Treatment L agoon no. 359
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LAFAYETTE PARISH

Waste Utilization ac. 633
Water & Sediment Control

Basin no. 638 $7,500
Well (livestock well) no. 642 $7,500
Well Decommissioning no. 351 $10,000

EQIP
HANDBOOK

CHAPTER |11- Eligible Cost — Shared Practices

A. M aximum Cost-Shar e Rates and | ncentives

Practice Base LR/BF/R | Incentive

Practice Name Unit Code CIS (%) CS (%) ($/Ac)
Access Road ft. 560 754 854
Animal Trailsand Walkways ft. 575 75¢ g5
Composting Facility no. 317 754 85
Critical Area Planting ac. 342 754 85
Dike ft. 356 75¢ 85Y
Diversion ft. 362 754 85
Fence ft. 382 75¢ 85Y
Field Border ft. 386 75¢ 85¢
Filter Strip ac. 393 754 854
Forest Harvest Trails & g5
Landings ac. 655 754
Forest Site Preparation ac. 490 50 60
Forest Stand | mprovement ac. 666 50 L 60
Grade Stabilization Structure no. 410 754 85
Grassed Waterway ac. 412 754 g5
Heavy Use Area Protection ac. 561 754 85
Irrigation Land Leveling ac. 464 754 85
Irrigation System, Tailwater g5
Recovery no. 447 754
Irrigation Water Conveyance:

Ditch and Canal Lining ft. 428 50 85

Pipeline: ft. 430 754 85
L and Smoothing ac. 466 754 85
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LAFAYETTE PARISH

Lined Waterway or Outlet ft. 468 50 g5
Mulching ac. 484 754 854
Pasture & Hayland Planting ac. 512 754 85
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LAFAYETTE PARISH
EQIP
HANDBOOK

CHAPTER I11- Eligible Cost — Shared Practices

A. M aximum Cost-Shar e Rates and | ncentives (continued)

Practice Base LR/BFR | Incentive
Practice Name Unit Code CIS (%) CIS(%) | ($/Ac)
Pipdine ft. 516 754 85
Pond no. 378 754 854
Pond Sealing or Lining: no. 521 754 g5
Precision Land Forming ac. 462 754 85
Prescribed Burning ac. 338 50 60Y
Riparian Forest Buffer ac. 391 754 85
Roof Runoff M anagement no. 558 754 g5
Sediment Basin no. 350 754 854
Streambank & Shordine
Protection ft. 580 754 85
Structurefor Water Control no. 587 754 85
Terrace ft. 600 754 854
Tree/Shrub Establishment ac. 612 50 2 6012
Underground Outlet Slog
(with terrace) ft. 620 50
Use Exclusion ac. 472 754 85
Watering Facility no. 614 754 854
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LAFAYETTE PARISH

EQIP
HANDBOOK CHAPTER I11- Eligible Cost — Shared Practices

A. M aximum Cost-Shar e Rates and | ncentives (continued)

Practice Base LR/BF/R | Incentive

Practice Name Unit Code CIS (%) CIS(%) | ($/Ac)
Waste Storage Facility no. 313 754 g5

Waste Treatment L agoon no. 359 754 85

Water & Sediment Control g5

Basin no. 638 754

Well (livestock well) no. 642 754 g5

Wl Decommissioning no. 351 754 85

Note: Specific parish cost-share rates will be established within the state minimum / maximum range
by the Local Conservation Programs Committee (L CPC) and approved by the State Conservationit.
Cost-Sharerates for (LR / BF/R) Limited Resource and Beginning Farmers or Ranchers will be
established by the LCPC at no less than of 10% greater than the locally set Base cost-share rate not to
exceed 90%.

¥ Base cost-share rate “Not to exceed $2500.00 per contract” and the LR/BF/R cost-share rate “Not to
exceed $2750.00 per contract.

Z For land use conversion 50% (from cropland or pastureland), and the LR/BF/R rate of 60%
- For tree planting in Riparian Zone 75% and the LR/BF/R rate of 85%
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LAFAYETTE PARISH
EQIP
HANDBOOK CHAPTER |11- Eligible Cost — Shared Practices

CHAPTER Il

B. General Practice Components
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LAFAYETTE PARISH

EQIP
HANDBOOK CHAPTER I11- Eligible Cost — Shared Practices
B. General Practice Components

A. Fetilizer and Liming - For any practices contained in this handbook for which cost-shares are
authorized for fertilizer and/or lime, the quantity per acre and cost-share will be approved by the
digrict consarvationist in accordance with the following:

1

Whereit is determined by the district conservationist that fertilizer and/or lime is needed for the
successful establishment of the vegetative cover, it must be required.

Cost-shares may be approved for a quantity of plant flood and/or lime within the minimum and
maximum agpplication recommended by a soils test for establishment purposes for the areato be
trested or, if asoilstest is not available, the quantity shal be within a minimum and maximum
gpplication range established by the digtrict conservationist in consultation with the state
agronomist.

The minimum and maximum gpplication range established shal be based on generdly recognized
s0il deficiencies of the area according to soils test or experimentd results.

Federa cost-sharing may be gpproved for nitrogen (straight or mixed) only when gpplied in
connection with the establishment of agrass or smal grain cover and then not to exceed 100
pounds of N per acre.

Federal cost-sharing may be approved for lime only when gpplied in connection with the
establishment of agrass, legume, or smdl grain cover and then not to exceed 2 tons per acre.

NOTE: The application of 3 tons of boiler ash per acre will be considered
the equivalent of one ton of agricultural limestone per acre.

Cost-sharing shdl not be dlowed for rock or colloida phosphate gpplied to dkdine soils. In
areas of known or suspected akaine soils, a current soilstest of the areato be treated must be
made and mugt show that the soil isacid (pH < 5.8) to be digible for cost-sharing.

The application of 300 pounds of basic dag or rock phosphate will be considered the equivaent
of 100 pounds of 20 percent superphosphate in meeting the total plant food requirements.

Rock phosphate must contain not less than 28 percent total phosphorus oxide (P, Os) and must
be ground fine enough for 85 percent to pass through aU.S. Standard No. 200 seve (wet
screening).
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LAFAYETTE PARISH
EQIP
HANDBOOK CHAPTER I11- Eligible Cost — Shared Practices

B. General Practice Components (continued)

9. Liming materids from ground dolomite or high cacium limestone, ground seashdlls, and aragonite
aredigible. Ground dolomite, high cacium limestone, ground seashells, and aragonite must
contain:

a At least 90 percent calcium carbonate equivaent.
b. The following materids shal meet the following screen standards:

1) Aragonite - Ninety percent shdl pass through a ten mesh seve and five percent shdl
pass through a one hundred mesh seve.

2) Ground Limestone (including dolomite) - Ninety percent shal passthrough aten
mesh sieve, fifty percent shdl pass through a sixty mesh seve, and
twenty-five percent shall pass through a one hundred mesh seve.

3) Ground Seashells - Fifty percent shal pass through a one hundred mesh seve.
10. Materids

In accordance with General Manual, Section 120, Part 404, Subpart F, Part 404.58 Materias
required, and the Conservation Programs Manual Part 515, Subpart J515.115(h), the
following is provided:

a  New materids areto be used in dl work installed, unless the contract specificaly
provides for the use of used materias.

b. Used materids may be authorized if the criteria set forth in the Nationd Engineering
Manud, Part, Materids, is met. The determination that used materials meet NRCS
requirements rests with the individua having job gpprova authority.

c. Cost-sharing for used materiasis permitted only if they are purchased by a producer for a
gpecified practice. Cost-shareis not alowed for used materias that the producer has on
hand. Used materias are to be cost-shared on the basis of actuad cost not to exceed the
average cost of new materias.

d. The producer will submit asigned, itemized receipt, which will include the type and vaue of
materias used, including used materids.
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LAFAYETTE PARISH
EQIP
HANDBOOK CHAPTER I11- Eligible Cost — Shared Practices

B. General Practice Components (continued)

STATEMENT ON SEED SOURCES FOR NRCS COST-SHARE PROGRAMSIN
LOUISIANA

For the purpose of pine seed sources for Louisana, the State will be divided into North and South
usng the northern parish boundaries of Vernon, Rapides, and Avoydles as the North-South

separation.

The following are acceptable seed sources by pine species and hardwoods for EQIP cost-share
plantings:

LOBLOLLY PINE For north Louisana, use LouiSana or East Texas seed sources.

For areas north of I-20, seed sources from Ashley, Union, Columbia,
Lafayette, and Miller Counties, Arkansas, are aso acceptable.

SLASH PINE For south Louisiana, use South Louisanaand Southeast Texas
seed sources. Slash pineis not recommended for planting in North
Louisana

LONGLEAF PINE Useloca sources or south Georgia, south Mississippi, south
Alabamaor north Florida

HARDWOODS Use Louisiana seed sources where possible or use seed sources
collected within a 150 mile radius of the planting Ste.
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LAFAYETTE PARISH
EQIP
HANDBOOK CHAPTER |11- Eligible Cost — Shared Practices

CHAPTER Il

C. Cost-Share Practice Provisions
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LAFAYETTE PARISH
EQIP
HANDBOOK ACCESS ROAD 560

Access Road (560)

A. The purpose of this practice is to provide access while controlling runoff to prevent erosion and
maintain or improve water quality.

B. Apply this practice where travelways are needed in a planned land use area.
C. Paliciesfor this practice are as follows:

1) Cost-sharing is authorized for broad-based dips, low water crossings, rolling dips, wing
ditches, and erosion control of roadside ditches.

2) Cogt-sharing is not authorized for road or trail construction or maintenance.

D. Lifespan - These practices must be maintained without additiona cost-sharing for a minimum of
10 years following the caendar year of ingtalation. Cost-shares must be refunded if the
producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications - The measures must be constructed to meet the requirements of the applicable
standards and specifications in the NRCS Field Office Technical Guide, Section IV; 560, Access
Road; 468, Lined Waterway or Outlet.

1) Trees, stumps, brush, roots, weeds and other objectionable materia shal be removed from the
work area.

2) Disturbed area will be revegetated according to Critical Area Planting (Practice 342)
specifications.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share

Base: 75% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R 85% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for alowable components and approved cost rates
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LAFAYETTE PARISH

EQIP

HANDBOOK ANIMAL TRAILSAND WALKWAYS575
]

Animal Trailsand Walkways (575)

A. The purpose of this pactice is to provide or improve access to forage and water; reduce
livestock concentrations; control livestock to permit proper grazing use and planned grazing
systems; and improve grazing efficiency.

B. Apply this practice to marsh or coastal areas where accessis limited for forage grazing.

C. Policies:

1) Cost-sharing is authorized for construction of anima trails and walkways on marsh lands
where:

a
b

C.
d.

It is determined suitable and needed by the NRCS technician.

This practice is part of an overall conservation plan that protects soil, water, air, animal
and plant resources.

The producer has valid permits (coastal use, Section 404, etc.) that are needed.
Recapping, as needed, on walkways that are at least 10 years old.

2) Cost-sharing is not authorized for reworking or capping of wakways constructed within 10
years.

D. Lifespan - This practice must be maintained without additional cost-sharing for a minimum of 10
years. Cost-shares must be refunded if the producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications: This practice will be carried out in accordance with NRCS standards and
specifications, 575, Animal Trails & Wakways, Section IV of the NRCS FOTG.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share

Base: 75% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for alowable components and approved cost rates
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LAFAYETTE PARISH
EQIP

HANDBOOK COMPOSTING FACILITY 317

Composting Facility (317)

A. The purpose of this practice isto reduce or diminate water, land, or air pollution caused by
agricultural wastes.

B. Apply this practice to areas on farmland where agriculturd waste from a farming operation
conditutes a sgnificant pollution hazard.

C. Pdliciesfor thispractice are asfollows:
1) Cost-sharing is authorized for composting facilities that are needed as part of a system of
the farming operation to manage agricultural wastes.
2) Thewaste to be composted must:
a. Beproduced by the producer's farming operation
b. Not have been purchased or provided by outside sources

3) The producer may sdll the composted waste material.

4) Cost-sharing shdl be limited to the minimum size facility needed to solve the consarvation
problem.

5) Cost-sharing is not alowed for spreading.
6) The practice must be completed in accordance with the waste management plan.

7) Any ingdlation adversdly impacting historica Stes or endangered speciesis not digible for
cost-sharing.

D. Lifespan - The practice shal be maintained for aminimum of 15 years after the calendar year
after the calendar year of inddlation. Cost-shares must be refunded if the producer destroys
the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications - The practice must meet the requirements of NRCS Technical Guide,
Section 1V; 317, Composting Facility. Structura requirements must be in accordance with
NRCS Technica Guide, Section IV; 313, Waste Storage Facility.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share

Base: 75% of the actud cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR /BF/R: 85% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum
of $2750.00 per contract
See 2003 Statewide Average Cost Ligt for alowable components and approved cost rates
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LAFAYETTE PARISH
EQIP

HANDBOOK CRITICAL AREA PLANTING 342

Critical Area Planting (342)

A. The purpose of this practice is to reduce erosion and the pollution of land, water, or air from
sediment of agriculturd or Slviculturd origin.

B. Apply thispracticeto critica areas (such as gullies, roadsides, field borders, and smilar
problem areas) on farms which are susceptible to erosion and/or where runoff carrying
subgtantia amounts of sediment condtitutes a significant pollution hazard.

C. Pdliciesfor this practice are asfollows:
1) Cost-sharing is authorized for:

a. Grading, shgping and filling, the establishment (incdluding mineras) of grasses(induding
filter gtrips), trees or shrubs, and smilar measures which are practica for the solution of
the problem.

b. For gte preparaion, planting, mulching, fertilizer and lime.
c. For protective fencing, if used primarily to solve the problem.

d. For ingdling runoff control measures on public roadsides only where such measures
are esentid to solve afarm:based pollution problem.

2) Condderation should be given to the needs of wildlife and enhancing the appearance of the
area when establishing the protective measures.

D. Lifespan- Theacreage shdl be maintained without additional cost-shering for aminimum of
10 years following the cdendar year of ingdlation. Cogt-shares must be refunded if the
producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications
1) This practice will be carried out in accordance with NRCS standards and specifications

contained in Section IV of the NRCS Fidd Office Technica Guide, 342-Critica Area
Panting; and 484-Mulching.

2) Fencing - See Part | of the EQIP Handbook

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR /BF/R: 85% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates
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LAFAYETTE PARISH
EQIP
HANDBOOK DIKE

356

Dike (356)

A. Thepurpose of this practiceisto protect land againgt overflow or to regulate water.

B.

C.

Apply this practice to digible land to control water for wildlife management purposes.

Policies:
1) Cost-sharing isauthorized for dearing and in-place earth fill.

2) Cost-sharing is not authorized for the congtruction of dikes for purposes other than fish
and wildlife management.

3) Cost-sharing is authorized only for the congtruction of dikes used exclusvely for the
development of Shallow Water Management for Wildlife (646).

4) Cost-sharing is not authorized for congtruction of dikes used br aguaculture (catfish,
crayfish, or minnow production).

Lifespan - This practice shal be maintained without additional cost-sharing for a minimum of
20 years following the cdendar year of indalation. Cogt-shares must be refunded if the
producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

Specifications

1) This practice must be carried out in accordance with NRCS standards and specifications
contained in Section IV of the FOTG,; Practice 356, Dike; and Practice 342, Critical Area
Panting.

Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actuad cost not to a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost Ligt for alowable components and gpproved cost
rates
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LAFAYETTE PARISH
EQIP
HANDBOOK DIVERSION

362

Diversion (362)

A. The purpose of this practice is to divert excess water from one area for the safe disposd in

B.

C.

D.

E

other aress.

Apply this practice to digible land subject to erosion from excess surface or subsurface water
runoff where the problem can be corrected by such diverson facilities.

Palicies for this practice are as follows:

1) Cost-sharing is authorized for:

a. Diversions, ditches, dikes, or subsurface drains where necessary for the proper
functioning of the diversion.

b. Ingdlation of structures such as pipe, chutes, underground outlets, or other outlets, if
needed for proper functioning to a ditch or dike, for more even flow, or to protect
outlets from erosion.

c. Necessay levding and filling to permit inddleation on an effective sysem

2) Cost-sharing isnot authorized for ditches or dikes designed to impound water for later
use, or which will be apart of aregular irrigation system.

3) A protective outlet or waterway which isingaled solely as an outlet for adiverson system
and serves no other conservation purpose would be cost-shared as a component of this
practice.

Lifespan - The sysem shdl be maintained without additional cost-sharing for aminimum of 10
years following the caendar year of ingdlation. Cogt-shares must be refunded if the farmer
destroys the practice during its lifespan.

Specifications - The structure must be constructed to meet the requirements of the gpplicable
standards and specifications in the NRCS Technica Guide, Section 1V; 362 Diversions.

Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR /BF/R: 85% of the actud cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates
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LAFAYETTE PARISH
EQIP

HANDBOOK FENCE
382

*

Fence (382)

A. The purpose of this practice is to facilitate the application of conservation practices that trest

B.

the soil, water, air, plant, animal, and human resource concerns.

Apply this practice to digible bnd to subdivide grazing lands to facilitate the management of
grazing systems, to protect treated critical areas from harmful grazing by domedtic animds
and/or wildlife; to exclude grazing animas from areas that should be protected from grazing;
and to redtrict access to applicable facilities (i.e. ponds and waste management facilities).

Policies:

1) Cost-sharing isauthorized only for interior fences, unless the intended purpose is for use
excluson, critica areatreatment, or gpplicable facility protection. Temporary fence will
only be cost-shared when being applied in conjunction with critical area treatment.

2) Boundary fences may be digible, as determined by the NRCS designated conservationist,
if:

» The fence is an integrd part of a consarvation system, such as a planned grazing
system that facilitates improved management of grazing land, or protects certain areas
from livestock when it is necessary for proper use of the area,

» The area adjacent to the boundary fence is vitd to the success of the conservation

sysem,

» The primary purposeis not to separate ownership or exclude livestock from
trangportation networks, residential, commercid or industria aress.

3) Cost-shaingwill not be approved for the replacement or repair of exising fencing.

4) Cost-sharing isnot authorized for property line fences

5) Cost-share rates are based on fence designs that will meet the minimum requirements listed
in the 382 Fence standards and specificationsin Section IV of the NRCS FOTG.

Lifespan - This practice must be maintained for 20 years or until the purpose of the fence has
been met under critica area treatment. Cogt-shares must be refunded if the producer destroys
the practice during its lifespan.

Specifications: This practice will be carried out in accordance with NRCS standards and
specifications; 382, Fence; Section IV of the NRCS FOTG.

Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates
Batteries are not an digible cost-share item. Solar accessories are not an digible cost-

share item unless the solar component is part of the energizer unit.
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LAFAYETTE PARISH
EQIP

HANDBOOK FIELD BORDER
386

Field Border (386)

A. The purpose of this practice is to control erosion, protect edges of field, and provide wildlife
food and cover.

B. Apply thispractice at field edges, especidly edges of crop fields.

C. Policies:

1) Cost-sharing isauthorized for Site preparation, planting seeds, seedlings, and fertilizer.

D. Lifespan - This practice must be maintained without additiona cost-sharing for a minimum of
10 years following the cdendar year of inddlation. Cogt-shares must be refunded if the
producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications
1) Species planted and rates must comply with FOTG, Section 1V; 386, Field Border.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates
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LAFAYETTE PARISH

EQIP
HANDBOOK FILTER STRIP 393

Filter Strip (393)

A. The purpose of this practice is to remove sediment and other pollutants from runoff or waste
water.

B. Apply this practice on digible lands to reduce pollution and protect the environment.

C. Policies:

1) Cost-sharing is authorized for Site preparation, shaping, seedbed preparation, planting,
Seeds, fertilizer and lime.

2) Cost-sharing is not authorized for herbicides used to maintain vegetative cover, mineras
for enhancing production, streambank stabilization.

D. Lifespan - This practice must be maintained without additiona cost-sharing for a minimum of
10 years if planted to grasses or 15 years if planted to trees or shrubs following the caendar
year of indalation. Cogt-shares must be refunded if the producer destroys the practice during

its lifegpan.

E. Specifications

1) This practice will be carried out in accordance with standards and specifications contained
in Section 1V of the NRCS FOTG; 393, Filter Strip.
F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates
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HANDBOOK FOREST HARVEST TRAILSAND L ANDINGS 655
]

Forest Harvest Trails and L andings (655)

A. The purpose of this practiceisto alow for the remova of forest products while minimizing on-

B.

C.

gte and off-gite damage to the resources.

Apply this practice to forest land to maintain Ste productivity, control sheet and rill erosion,
and enhance water qudity.

Palicies for this practice are as follows:
1) Cost-sharing is authorized only for the ingdlation of waterbars.
2) Cost-shaing isnot authorized for the construction of skid trails and landings.

Lifespan - The sysem shdl be maintained without additional cogt-sharing for aminimum of 5
years following the caendar year of ingdlation. Cogt-shares must be refunded if the producer
destroys the practice during its lifespan.

Specifications

1) Place waterbars on abandoned roads, skid trails, and firebreaks where surface water
runoff may be concentrated and cause erosion of the unvegetated soil.

2) Follow specificationsin Practice (655) NRCS FOTG, Section IV.

3) Disgturbed area will be revegetated according to Criticad Area Planting (Practice 342)
specifications.

Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates

LAFAYETTEPARISH EQIP HANDBOOK JUNE 2003 PAGE I11-27



LAFAYETTE PARISH
EQIP

HANDBOOK FOREST SITE PREPARATION 490

Forest Site Prepar ation (490)

A. The purpose of this practice is to establish a stand of trees for regeneration while considering
environmenta needs.

B. Apply this practice to cropland suitable for regeneration of a stand of trees for multipurpose
forestry benefits.

C. Pdliciesfor thispractice are asfollows:

1) A forest management planisrequired in dl casesto be digible for cogt-share funds. Cost-
share is limited to Site preparation required for the regeneration of trees for the production
of forest products where the potentia productivity of the Site meets or exceeds established
minimum gandards.  Payment for this practice will be withheld until treg/shrub
edtablishment is completed for the entire fidd.

2) Cost-share funds are authorized for:

a  Natura regeneration

1. Reducing or diminaing competing vegedtion, induding unmerchantable or
undesirable trees and brush.

2. Cregting soil conditions suitable for the naturd establishment of seedlings
representing the desired tree species. Seed sources must be adequate before site
preparation is performed. Seed trees will be left until the arealis regenerated.

3. Cost-share is authorized for one additiona treatment on the area origindly ste
prepared, if uncontrollable circumstances occur, such as a poor seed crop, and
natura regeneration fails to become established to the required stocking level.

b. Anrificid regeneration

1. Site preparaion of land occupied largely by unmerchantable trees and brush, only
where it is essentid to permit planting desirable tree species. Technica assistance
must be used to determine the suitability of the land for Site preparation and the
measures necessary to prevent the degradation of the site by soil erosion.

3) Cost-share funds are not authorized for:
a. Site preparation for ornamenta Christmas trees or orchard trees.
b. Fencng
c. Messuresto protect seedlings from wildlife destruction.
4) The area must be protected from destructive fire and destructive grazing. Controlled grazing

is permitted if recommended by a SWCD approved grazing plan which is incorporated in
the Forest Management Plan.
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FOREST SITE PREPARATION 490

5) Chemicals used in performing this practice must be federdly, state and locdly registered
and must be gpplied in accordance with authorized registered uses, labd directions, and
other federd and state requirements and policies.

6) Condderation must be given to protecting the resource base and the environment.

D. Lifespan - The practice shal be maintained for a minimum of 1 year following ingalation and
establishment. Cost-share funds must be refunded if the practice is destroyed during its

lifespen.

E. Specifications
1) Chemical Application for Ste Preparationt Herbicides used in this practice must be
labeled for forestry use and rates per acre must be approved by the Louisiana Department
of Agriculture and Forestry before gpplication. Minima acceptable rates per acre to
various herbicides will be on file & the local LDAF office.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 50% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 60% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for alowable components and approved cost rates
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HANDBOOK FOREST STAND |MPROVEMENT 666

Forest Stand | mprovement (666)

A. Thepurpose of this practice is to release seedlings from competing vegetation, improve
understory forage production aesthetics, wildlife habitat, recrestion and improve water qudlity.

B. Apply this practice if needed, to acres converted from pasturdland and agriculture land to
release seedlings from competing vegetation.

C. Pdliciesfor thispractice are asfollows:

1) A forest management plan developed by the NRCS is required to be digible for cost-
share funds. Cogt-share funds are limited to the release of seedlings for the primary
purpose of diminating competing vegetation where the Ste meets or exceeds the
established minimum standards, on dl land to trees.

2) Cost-share funds are authorized for:

a. Reeasing desrable seedlings from competing vegetation.

_ Herbicide treatment must be completed during the active growing season of the
targeted species, but no later than October 1 of the year following the previous
planting season.

_ Over-the-top chemicd applications for pine seedlings on dl land during a planting
Season must be completed by the following duly 1.

3) Cost-shares are not authorized for:
a.  Repeated prescribed burning on the same acreage.
b. Fencng
C. Messuresto protect seedlings from wildlife destruction.

4) Stand mugt be protected from destructive fire and destructive grazing. Grazing is
permitted if recommended by a SWCD approved grazing plan which isincorporated in the
forest management plan.

5) Improvements should be done in a way that preserves or improves the environment,
maintains or enhances wildlife habitat and aesthetics.

6) Chemicds usad in performing this practice must be federdly, state and localy registered.

They must be gpplied according to authorize registered uses, label directions, and other
federal and State policies and requirements.
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FOREST STAND | MPROVEMENT 666

|©

. Lifespan: This practice must ne maintained for aminimum of 10m yeers following the
cdendar year of ingdlation, cost-share funds must be refunded if practiceis destroyed

during its lifespan.

Specifications:

|m

Release: Broadcast by ground or aerid methods for the purpose of reeasing planted seedling
from over-topping competition, or to establish a stand of trees through natura regeneration
while congdering environmenta needs.

Im

Technical Responsibility: NRCS

G. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 50% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 60% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for alowable components and approved cost rates
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HANDBOOK GRADE STABILIZATION STRUCTURE 410

Grade Stabilization Structure (410)

A. The purpose of this practice is to establish the grade and control erosion in naturd or artificia

D.

E

channds, to prevent the formation or advance of gullies, and to enhance environmenta quality
and reduce pollution hazards.

Apply this practice to specific problem areas on farms where runoff of substantial amounts of
sediment or runoff containing pesticides or fertilizers condtitutes a sgnificant pollution hazard.

Policies:
1) Cost-sharing isauthorized for:

a. For grade gabilization structures such as. earth embankments; mechanica spillways,
full-flow or detention type structures or sde-inlet structures ingtaled to lower the water
from a field elevation, a surface drain, or a waterway to a deeper channel outlet.
(NOTE: Mugt have minimum of 1 foot over fdl)

b. Only if the measures will contribute sgnificantly to maintaining or improving soil or
water quality.

c. For ingdling sediment retention structures on public roadsdes only where such
structures are essentid to solve afarm-based pollution or conservation problem.

2) Cost-sharing isnot authorized for:
a. Irrigation structures which are part of a distribution system for irrigation water.

b. Structures designed to control the rate of flow or to regulate the water levels in
channels (refer to Practice 587).

Lifespan - The structures shal be maintained without additional cost-shering for aminimum of
15 years following the caendar year of inddlatiion. Cogt-shares must be refunded if the
producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

Specifications: The practice must meet the requirements of the applicable standards and
gpecifications in the NRCS Technicd Guide, Section IV; 410, Grade Stabilization Structure;
and 342, Critical Area Planting.

Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cogt List for alowable components and approved cost rates
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HANDBOOK GRASSED WATERWAY 412
]

Grassed Waterway (412)

A.

B.

C.

The purpose of this practice is to reduce existing eroson and the pollution of water on land
from agricultural non-point sources.

Apply this practice to digible land needing permanent sod waterway to safely convey excess
surface runoff water in a manner that will reduce erosion.

Palicies for this practice are as follows:

1) Cost-shaing is authorized for dte preparation, grading, shaping, filling, establishing
permanent vegetative cover, and mulching. Also cost-sharing is authorized for subsurface
drainsthat are necessary for proper functioning of the waterway.

2) The cover may consst of sod-forming grasses, legumes, mixtures of grasses and legumes,
or other types of vegetative cover that will provide the needed protection from erosion.

3) Close-sown smdl grains, or annuas, may be used for temporary protection if followed by
eligible permanent vegetative cover established by seeding or natura revegetation.

Lifespan - The practice shal be maintained without additional cost-sharing for a minimum of
ten years following the cdendar year of inddlation. Codt-shares must be refunded if the
producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

Specifications - Grassed waterways will be constructed to meet gpplicable standards and
specifications contained in the NRCS Technicd Guide, Section 1V, 412, Grassed Waterway,
and 484, Mulching.

Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR/ BF/R: 85% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates
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HANDBOOK HEAVY USE AREA PROTECTION 561
]

Heavy Use Area Protection (561)

A. The purpose of this practice is to stabilize frequently and intensvely used aress to improve
water quaity and/or prevent erosion.

B. Apply this practice to livestock operations on aress frequently and intensively used by animas
by edablishing vegetative cover, by surfacing with suitable materias, and/or by ingaling
needed structures.

C. Policies:

1) Cost-sharing is authorized for digible areas on livestock operations only, whereit is
determined suitable and needed by NRCS and is part of an overall conservation plan
that protects soil, water, air, anima and plant resources. Cost-sharing is aso authorized for
fencing, if needed to redtrict livestock traffic to the treated area (See Fence (382)).

Examples
Alleysthat are used to move dairy animas from pasture to milking parlor.
Foundations (pads) that are planned in conjunction with Trough or Tank (614).

2) Conservation plans must address the proper management of anima waste deposited
within the treated area(s). Runoff of anima waste will be collected and treated through an
animd waste trestment system or routed through a designed buffer that will properly filter
anima waste prior to entering streams or water bodies.

D. Lifespan - This practice must be maintained without additiona cost-sharing for a minimum of
10 years following the cdendar year of inddlation. Codt-shares must be refunded if the
producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications
1) Thispracticewill be carried out according to the standards and specifications in the NRCS
FOTG, Section 1V; 561, Heavy Use Area Protection, and, if applicable, 382, Fence.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates
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EQIP
HANDBOOK IRRIGATION LAND LEVELING 464
]

Irrigation Land L eveling (464)

A. The purpose of this practice is to provide more effective use of precipitation and irrigation
water, facilitate water conservation, and improve water quality.

B. Apply this practice on digible |and where reshaping of the surface to planned grades is needed
to permit the application of needed soil and water conservation practices for water
management, and water conservation.

C. Policies:

1) Cost-sharing is authorized only for land currently being irrigated and for the purpose of
water conservation.

2) Cost-sharing isnot authorized for weter leveing.

3) Cost-sharing is authorized only for land that has been irrigated for 2 of the last 5 years.
Cropland fidlds that were higoricaly planted to rice are also authorized for cost-share.
Applicants must verify, by fidd, that the irrigation system was in place for 2 of the last 5
years. Veification may be by receipts, records, or other documents. This will be made a
part of the records and certified to by the applicant.

D. Lifespan - This practice must be maintained without additiona cost-sharing for a minimum of
15 years following the caendar year of inddlation. Cogt-shares must be refunded if the
producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications
1) This practice will be carried out according to the standards and specifications in the NRCS
FOTG, Section 1V; 464, Irrigation Land Leveing.

2) For land that is in Rice production, see Louisana Bulletin No. 210-2-1 for specia needs
determination, survey, design, and congtruction check procedures.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates
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HANDBOOK IRRIGATION SYSTEM, TAILWATER RECOVERY 447

Irrigation System, Tailwater Recovery (447)

A. The purpose of this practice is to conserve farm irrigation water supplies and weater qudity by
callecting water that runs off the field surface for reuse on the farm.

B. Apply this practice to digible land that is currently under irrigation where water conservation is
needed.

C. Pdlicies:
1) Cost-sharing isauthorized for:

a. Components including ditches, pipdines, pumps, and structures that are part of a
complete conservetion plan for irrigation.

b. Land that has been irrigated for 2 of the last 5 years. Cropland fields that were
higtoricaly planted to rice ar e also authorized for cost-share. Applicants must verify,
by field, that the irrigation system was in place for 2 of the last 5 years. Verification
may be by receipts, records, a other documents. This will be made a part of the
records and certified to by the applicant.

C. “OnFarm” tailwater recovery systems. Theirrigation tailwater must be collected in on
farm return channdls, regulating pit or other means without dlowing discharge into the
public drainage system. One exception would be the case where the farm islocated at
the extreme upper end of a public drainage system. In this instance the public drainage
could be utilized as the return conveyance mechanism, provided the public authority
alows necessary modifications to the drain to allow the landowner to capture and store
the tailwater. Direct modifications to public drainage systems are not digiblefor cod-
share.

d. The tailwater recovery syssem must have the capability to collect, store, and regpply the
irrigation tailwater from one irrigation set. The primary method for temporary storage
of the tallwater is an irrigation pit or regulating reservoir. In rice production, other
methods of temporary storage may be utilized such as using falow cuts or managing the
planting dates to alow the tailwater from some cuts to be re-lifted on other cuts  the
time they are being discharged. Methods of temporary storage will be properly
designed and documanted in the conservetion plan narrative.

2) Cost-sharing isnot authorized for:
a. Reorganizing asystem if the primary purposeisto bring additiond land under irrigation.

b. Portable and flexible pipe, cdeaning a ditch, or inddlations primarily for the farm
operator's convenience.

c. Reorganizing atemporary irrigation system.

d. Restoring a system which has deteriorated due to lack of maintenance during periods of
Non-use.

Irrigation System, Tailwater Recovery 447
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D. Lifespan - The sysem and water management plan must be maintained without additiondl
cost-sharing for aminimum of 20 years following the calendar year of inddlation. Codt-shares
must be refunded if the practice is destroyed during the lifespan.

E. Specifications: Federa cost-sharing will be applicable only when the tailwater recovery
irrigation system is accomplished by following a complete detailed plan approved by, and
performed under the supervison of, a technician of the NRCS. The practice must meet the
requirements of the gpplicable standards and specifications in the NRCS Technicd Guide,
Section 1V, as follows: 430, Irrigation Water Conveyance (Pipeline); 388, Irrigation Fied
Ditch; 587, Structure for Water Control; or 428, Irrigation Water Conveyance (Ditch and
Cand Lining).

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR /BF/R: 85% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost Ligt for allowable components and approved cost rates
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EQIP
HANDBOOK IRRIGATION WATER CONVEYANCE 428 & 430
]

Irrigation Water Conveyance (428 & 430)

A. The purpose of this practice is to conserve irrigation weter, improve water quaity, control
eroson, and reduce the pollution of water or land from agricultural non-point sources.

B. Apply this practice to reorganize a permanent existing sysem. (Permanent exising sysems
include wdlls or other sources of water with an existing ddivery system of metd pipe and/or
series of irrigation cands and ditches). To qualify, the practice must be on land currently under
irrigation for which an adequate supply of suitable weter is avallable, on which irrigation will be
continued, and on which a sgnificant soil or water conservation problem exists. Land irrigated
from one or more systems of interconnected "on-the-farm” ditches, pipelines and other
sructures and gppurtenances are digible. This may include converson of surface irrigation
ditches to underground irrigation pipelines dong with fittings. This practice is aso gpplicable
for digtribution of waste as part of atotal waste management system.

C. Podliciesfor thispractice are asfollows:
1) Cost-sharing is authorized only for reorganizing permanently indaled systlems that will
remain on the farm for the lifespan established, and is in a plan or a portion d a plan
approved by NRCS for reorganizing an irrigation system.

a. lrrigation pipdines, as specified in NRCS Practices 430AA, 430DD, 430EE, and
430FF, are digible for cost-share assistance.

b. Cost-sharing for sorinkler sysemsis limited to permanent mainlines.

c. Other required components must be carried out in other years with or without cost-
sharing.
d. Ditchand cand lining as specified in NRCS practices 428A, 428B, and 428C.

2) Cost-dhaing is authorized only for land that has been irrigated for 2 of the last 5 years.
Cropland fidlds that were higtoricaly planted to rice are also authorized for cost-share.
Applicants must verify, by fidd, that the irrigation syssem was in place for 2 of the last 5
years. Verification may be by receipts, records, or other documents. This will be made a
part of the records and certified to by the applicant.

3) Cost-shaingisnot authorized for:

a. Reorganizing a sysem if the primary purpose is to bring additiona land under irrigation.

b. Portable and flexible pipe, ceaning a ditch, or ingdlations primarily for the fam
operator's convenience.
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c. Reorganizing atemporary irrigation system.

d. Ingalationsto convert an existing sprinkler or overhead system to a gravity system.

e. Resoring a system which has deteriorated due to lack of maintenance during periods of
nor-use (such as rotation cycle for rice crops).

f. A supply ditch bringing weter to or carrying weter through the farm.  (Fipe lines or
ditches from awell owned by the producer to fields where he isinterested in the crops,
in acapacity other than as awater lord, will not be considered as supply ditches).

g. Cooling systems.

4) Cost-sharing is authorized for necessary components of atotal waste management
sysem.

D. Lifespan - The sysem and water management plan must be maintained without additiondl
cost-sharing for aminimum of 15 years following the calendar year of inddlation. Codt-shares
must be refunded if the practice is destroyed during the lifespan.

E. Specifications - Federa cost-sharing will be gpplicable only when the reorganization of the
irrigation system is accomplished by the following a complete detailed plan approved by, and
performed under the supervison of, a technician of the NRCS. The practice must meet the
requirements of the applicable standards and specifications in the NRCS Technica Guide,
Section 1V, as follows. 430, Irrigation Water Conveyance - Pipeine; 388, Irrigation Feld
Ditch; 587, Structure for Water Control; or 428, Irrigation Water Conveyance - Ditch and
Cand Lining.

G. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Ditch and Canal Lining:

Base: 50% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR /BF/R: 60% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract
See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for dlowable components and approved cost rates

Pipdine:
Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract
LR / BF/R: 85% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract
See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for alowable components and approved cost rates
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HANDBOOK L AND SMOOTHING 466

L and Smoothing (466)

A. The purpose of this practice is to provide for more effective use of precipitation and irrigation
water, facilitate water conservation, and improve water quality.

B. Apply this practice on digible land where depressons, mounds, and other surface irregularities
interfere with the gpplication of needed soil and water conservation and management practices.

C. Policies:

1) Cost-sharing is authorized for those lands eroding above the tolerance leve (T) where the
result, due to Land Smoothing, would be a significant reduction (at least 30%) in predicted
erosion rates.

D. Lifespan - This practice must be maintained without additiona cost-sharing for a minimum of
10 years following the caendar year of inddlatiion. Cogt-shares must be refunded if the
producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications

1) Thispractice will be carried out according to the design criteria for the irrigation portion of
the standards and specifications in Practice 466 of the NRCS FOTG, Section I V.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for alowable components and approved cost rates
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HANDBOOK LINED WATERWAY OR OUTLET 468

Lined Waterway or Outlet (468)

A. The purpose of this practice is to provide for safe disposd of runoff from other conservetion
practices or naturd flow concentrations to control eroson.

Apply this practice to specific problem areas on farms where substantial amounts of sediments
condtitutes a Sgnificant pollution hazard, caused by flow concentrations creating gullies.

C. Policies:

B.

1) Cost-sharing isauthorized for:

a. For lined waterways or outlets needed to safely convey water from other conservation
practices to alower stable outlet.

b. Only if the measure will contribute sgnificantly to maintaining or improving soil or
water quaity.

c. For vegetation establishment on disturbed aress.

Lifespan - The sysem and water management plan must be maintained without additiona

cost-sharing for aminimum of 15 years following the calendar year of inddlaion. Cod-shares
must be refunded if the practice is destroyed during the lifepan.

E. Specifications: The practice must meet the requirements of the applicable standards and
gpecifications in the NRCS Technical Guides, Section 1V; 468, Lined Waterway or Outlet.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 50% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR /BF/R: 60% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum
of $2750.00 per contract.

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for alowable components and approved cost rates
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EQIP

HANDBOOK M ULCHING 484
]

M ulching (484)

A. The purpose of this practice is to conserve moisture; prevent surface compaction or crusting;
reduce runoff and erosion; control weeds; and establish plant cover.

B. Apply this practice on soils subject to erosion that have been disturbed during installation of
other EQIP practices.

C. Podliciesfor thispractice are asfollows:
1) Cost-shaing - isauthorized for labor and materids as specified in NRCS practice 484.

D. Lifespan- Thispractice shal be maintained for 1 year or until permanent vegetation is
established.

E. Specifications
1) This practice shal be carried out in accordance with NRCS standards and specifications
contained in Section 1V of the FOTG, and Practice 484 Mulching.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates
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EQIP
HANDBOOK PASTURE & HAYLAND PLANTING 512
]

Pasture & Hayland Planting (512)

A. The purpose of this practiceisto protect the soil and reduce the pollution of water, air, or land
from agriculturad or slvicultural non-point sources and establish high-quality forage.

B. Apply this practice to establish permanent vegetative cover only when converting cropland to
pasture or hayland:

1) That issubject to water eroson
2) Toimprove water quaity

C. Podliciesfor this practice are asfollows:
1) Cost-sharing is authorized for fertilizer and lime, digible seed, stolons, or green hay,
seedbed preparation, and planting.

2) Cost-shares are authorized only for conversion of cropland to pasture. Cropland for this
purpose is defined as land cropped at least two of the previous five years to a commodity
crop (not ryegrass or other annuas planted for grazing purposes).

3) Cost-shaingisnot authorized for:
a. Clearing of rocks or other obstructions from the area to be seeded
b. Fencing

c. Conveting land from a dand of managesble or patidly managesble timber or
pulpwood to a grass or legume cover. A "manageable stand" is defined as a stand of
trees that has adequate stocking for management, good hedlth, vigorous growth, and
has not reached its optimum vaue.

d. Converting native pasture or range to improved pasture

4) The acreage seeded must be protected from grazing by domedtic livestock until the stand
iswell established. Prescribed Grazing (528A) should be practiced.

5) Condderation should be given to the needs of wildlife when determinations as to seed
varieties and other practice specifications are made.

6) The practice must be established by carrying out the needed operations as prescribed by
the standards and specifications in Practice 512 of the FOTG.

D. Lifespan - The vegetaive cover shdl be mantained without additionad cost-sharing for a
minimum of 10 years following the caendar year of inddlation. Cost-shares must be refunded
if the producer destroys the cover during its lifespan.
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PASTURE & HAYLAND PLANTING 512
E  Se«d

1) Seed must meet specifications as listed in Practice 512, Standards and Specifications of
the FOTG.

2) Cost-shares are gpplicable on a clean seed basis and limited to seeding within the ranges
set forth in the Practice 512, Standards and Specifications of the FOTG.

3) Inoculation of legume seed is required.

F. Fertilization

1) Federal cost-sharing may be approved for an gpplication of fertilizer within the ranges
established by the Practice 512, Standards and Specification, in accordance with the
requirements set forth under Part | of EQIP Handbook.

2) Up to 60 days is dlowed to gpply nitrogen fertilizer on fescue and other winter cover
grasses.
G. Liming
1) For lime specifications, refer to the Louisana Agricultura Liming Materids lav
2) Liming materias should be gpplied and worked into the soil well in advance or & the time
of seeding
H. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for alowable components and approved cost rates
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EQIP
HANDBOOK PIPELINE 516

Pipeline (516)

A. Thepurpose of this practice isto convey water for livestock.

B. Apply this practice where needed to effectively manege livestock.

C. Podlicies:
1) Cost-sharing is authorized for pipe and appurtenances, excavations, back-fillings and
vegetation.

2) Cost-sharing is authorized for boring under roads. Applicable permits must be
acquired by the applicant.

3) Cost-sharing is authorized for pipe diameters of 4" or less.

4) Cost-sharing isnot authorized for wells or pumps.

D. Lifespan - This practice shdl be maintained without additional cost-sharing for a minimum of
20 years following the calendar year of inddlaion. Cogt-shares must be refunded if the
producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications

1) This practice must be carried out in accordance with NRCS standards and specifications

contained in Section IV of the FOTG,; Practice 516, Pipeline; and Practice 342, Critical
Area Planting.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates
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EQIP

HANDBOOK POND
378

Pond (378)

A. The purpose of this practice isto provide water for livestock and/or wildlife and to maintain or
improve weter qudlity.

B. Apply this practice to aress that provide water & locations which will achieve eroson control
and prevent further or stop water quaity impairment through better distribution of grazing or
proper rotation of grazing and results in a better grasdand management.

C. Podlicies:
1) Cost-sharing isauthorized for:

a. Condruction of ponds, including fencing, if needed, to protect the facility from pollution
by livestock.

b. Refurbishment of existing ponds to meet NRCS standards if they were not origindly
constructed under a USDA program or, if technica assstance was not provided in
accordance with NRCS standards at the time of congtruction. Additiondly, if a pond
has exceeded the lifespan of the practice and was constructed under a USDA program
or technica assistance was provided in accordance with the standard that was in effect
at the time of congtruction, the pond is igible for cost share and technical assistance
under EQIP

b. Necessary seeding or sodding. Dams and earth spillways must be seeded or sodded
with perennid vegetation, whether or not cost-share is provided.

c. Inacontinuous grazing system, a producer may be digible for cost-share on a pond or
well. However, the amount cost-shared for the well cannot exceed the cost of a pond.

d. Inarotationd grazing system, cost-share is dlowed for apond or well. Cost-share for
pond or well will be only limited to the cost shown in the statewide cogt list.

2) No cost-sharing is authorized under this practice for any ingdlation which is:

a. PRIMARILY for the use of recreation, fire control, dry lot feeding, corras, barns, or
crop or orchard spraying.

b. For the purpose of providing water for the farm or ranch headquarters.
3) Ponds congructed or refurbished for the purpose of wildlife watering facilities will be

eligible for cogt- share assi stance when there is no other water source such as alake, pond,
or stream within one-hdf mile of the proposed site.
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PonND 378

D. Lifespan - The system shdl be maintained without additiona cost-sharing for a minimum of 20
years following the calendar year of ingtdlation. Cogt-shares must be refunded if the producer
destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications:

1) Ponds - The structure must be constructed to meet the requirements of gpplicable
standards and specifications in the NRCS Technica Guide, Section 1V, as follows. 378,
Pond. Seeding or sodding shall be performed in accordance with specifications for 342,
Critica Area Planting.

2) Fencing - Fencing must be constructed according to specifications in NRCS Practice 382.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates
Excavated ponds will have aminimum volume of 1000 cubic yards and a maximum volume
of 2000 cubic yards for excavated and embankment ponds. A waiver to the minimum

volume can be granted by the area engineer on a case by case basis and must be in writing.
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EQIP
HANDBOOK POND SEALING OR LINING 521

Pond Sealing or Lining (521)

A. Thepurpose of this practice is to reduce seepage losses in ponds to an acceptable level.

B.

Apply this practice where water loss from a pond through leskage will be of such proportion
as to prevent the pond from fulfilling its planned purposes or where legkage will damage land or
plant resources, cause wagte of water, or environmenta problems.

Policies:
1) Cost-sharing isauthorized for:

a. Ponds that meet NRCS standards and specifications for: 359, Waste Treatment
Lagoons, 313, Waste Storage Facilities; 378, Ponds.

2) Cost-sharing is not authorized for ponds built under any USDA program within the
previous 10 years.

Lifespan - This practice shal be maintained without additional cost-sharing for 15 or 20 years
depending on the method of seding following the @endar year of ingadlation (see EQIP
Manue for details). Cost-shares must be refunded if the producer destroys the practice during

its lifegpan.

Specifications: This practice must meet the requirements of NRCS Technical Guide, Section
IV; 521, Pond Seding or Lining.

Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost Ligt for allowable components and approved cost rates
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EQIP

HANDBOOK PRECISION LAND FORMING 462
]

Precision L and For ming (462)

A. The purpose of this practice is to provide more effective use of precipitation, reduce erosion,
and improve water qudlity.

B. Apply this practice on eigible land where reshaping of the surface to planned grades is needed to
permit the application of needed soil and water conservation practices for water management,
erosion control, and water quality.

C. Policies:

1) Cost-sharing is authorized only for land where reductions in dopes are needed for erosion
control and water qudity.

2) Cost-sharing is authorized for those lands eroding above tolerance level (T) where the results,
due to Precison Land Forming, would be a significant reduction (at least 30%) in predicted
erosion rates.

D. Lifespan - This practice must be maintained without additional cost-sharing for aminimum of 10
years following the caendar year of ingtdlation. Cost-shares must be refunded if the producer
destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications

1) This practice will be carried out according to the standards and specifications in the NRCS
FOTG, Section 1V; 462, Precision Land Forming.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost Ligt for allowable components and approved cost rates
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EQIP

HANDBOOK PRESCRIBED BURNING 338
]

Prescribed Burning (338)

A. The purpose of this practice is to control undesirable vegetation, prepare Stes for planting or
seeding; control plant disease; reduce fire hazards, improve wildlife habitat, forage production
and forage quantity; and facilitate distribution of grazing and browsing animals.

B. Apply this practice to digible lands where needed to facilitate the management of plants and
animas for environmental purposes.

C. Podlicies:
1) Cost-sharing isauthorized for:

a. dtepreparation for tree planting - refer to Practice 490, Forest Site Preparation.
b. dte preparation for seeding where cultivation is not required.

c. contralling plant competition, undesirable vegetation, and excess accumulation of fud.

d. promote the growth of desirable forage for wildlife and livestock.

D. Lifespan - This practice has a5 year lifespan and is limited to one time during the life of a5-
year contract or twice during the life of a 10-year contract.

E. Specifications - This practice will be carried out in accordance with NRCS standards and
specifications contained in Section 1V of the NRCS FOTG, Practice 338, Prescribed Burning.

NOTE: Producer needsto be natified of their reponsbility to obtain “burn plan” as defined
by state or local laws.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 50% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 60% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates
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EQIP
HANDBOOK RIPARIAN FOREST BUFFER 391

Riparian Forest Buffer (391)

A. The purpose of this practice is to remove, reduce, or buffer the effects of nutrients, sediment,
organic matter, and other pollutants prior to entry into surface water and ground water
recharge systems.

To creste shade to lower water temperatures which will improve habitat for aguetic
organisms.

To provide a source of detritus and woody debris for aguatic organiams and wildlife
habitat.

B. Apply this practice to digible land adjacent to permanent or intermittent streams, lakes, rivers,
ponds, wetlands, and areas with groundwater recharge.

C. Pdliciesfor this practice are asfollows:

1) Cost-shaing is authorized for Forest Site Preparation (490), Tree/Shrub Establishment
(612), Filter Strips (393), and Forest Stand Improvement (666).

D. Lifespan - This practice must be maintained without additiona cost-sharing for a minimum of
15 years fallowing the caendar year of inddlation. Cogt-shares must be refunded if the
producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications

1) This practice must be carried out in accordance with NRCS standards and specifications
contained in Section 1V of the FOTG:

Riparian Forest Buffer (391)
Forest Ste Preparation (490)
Tree/Shrub Establishment (612)
Filter Strip (393)

Forest Sand Improvement (666)

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share

1) Treg/Shrub Establishmernt (612)

a. Pine and Hardwood Seedlings

. Base: 75% of the actual cost, not to exceed g gpecified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

. LR /BF/R: 85% of the actual cost, not to exceed a specified maximum rate,
maximum of $2750.00 per contract

- See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for alowable components and approved
cost rates
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RIPARIAN FOREST BUFFER 391

b. Direct Seeding

(1) Hardwood

$2500.00 per contract

. LR/BF/R: 85% of the actual cost, not to exceed g specified maximum rate,
maximum of $2750.00 per contract
- See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved
cost rates

2) Forest Site Preparation (490)

a

Silvicultural Treatmentsfor Artificial Regener ation:

Maximum Federd Cost Share

- Base: 50% of the actual cost, not to exceed 3 gecified maximum rate, maximum
of $2500.00 per contract

LR/ BF/R: 60% of the actua cost, not to exceed g gpecified maximum rate,
maximum of $2750.00 per contract

" See 2003 Statewide Average Cogt List for alowable components and approved
cost rates

(1) Ligt - Limited Ste preparation to prepare a seedbed favorable to artificia
regeneration accomplished by disking, brush cutting, mowing, and/or scalping or
sub-soiling.  Chemica deadening if less than 300 diameter inches per acre or
chemica application for herbaceous weed control.

(2) Medium - Site preparation for artificia regeneration accomplished by chopping.
Chemica application by ground or aerid methods. Injection with greater than 300
diameter inches per acre.

(3) Prescribed Burn - Site preparation for artificia regeneration gpplicable to areas
completely cut-over with sufficient fue to carry afire of such intendity that no other
method is necessary. This includes areas damaged by natural disasters such as
bark beetle infestations, tornadoes, hurricanes, ice and hail, and areas where all
merchantable timber has been removed.

(4) Reease - Chemicd deadening if less than 300 diameter inches per acre. If
greater than 300 diameter inches per acre. Broadcast gpplications by ground or
aerid methods for the purpose of releasing planted seedlings from over topping
competition See release on previous page for artificia regeneration.

Over-the-top chemicd applications for pine seedlings in pastures/fields during a
planting season must be completed by the following July 1.

Prescribed burns may be performed in conjunction with any of the above ste
preparation methods.

The cost-share rates for the methods described above include the cost of
prescribed burning performed in conjunction with the components.
Cost-share payments are limited to one Site preparation component on the same

acreage.
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EQIP
HANDBOOK ROOF RUNOFF M ANAGEMENT 558
]

Roof Runoff M anagement (558)

A. The purpose of this practice isto prevent runoff from flowing across concentrated waste areas
and barnyards to reduce pollution and eroson, improve water qudity, and protect the
environmen.

B. Apply this practice where roof runoff is included in an overdl plan for a waste management
sysem.

C. Policies:

1) Cost-sharing is authorized only where roof runoff management is part of an overdl plan
for awaste management system.

2) Cost-sharing is authorized for eroson resstant channds, subsurface drain with rock filled
trench, gutters, downspouts, and appurtenances, and outlets.

D. Lifespan - This practice mugt be maintained without additional cost-sharing for aminimum of
15 years following the calendar year of its inddlation. Cogt-shares must be refunded if the
producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications: This practice will be carried out in accordance with NRCS standards and
Specifications; 558, Roof Runoff Management; Section IV of the NRCS FOTG.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates
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EQIP
HANDBOOK SEDIMENT BASIN 350

Sediment Basin (350)

A. The purpose of this practice is to presarve the capacity of reservoirs, ditches, cands,
diversons, and waterways, to trap sediment; and to reduce or abate pollution by providing
basins for deposition and storage of silt, sand, agricultural wastes and other detritus.

B. Apply this practice to digible land where treatment of the sediment source is impractica and
where a sediment basin offers the most practica solution to the problem.

C. Policies:

1) Cost-sharing isauthorized for:
a. excavation, sructures, and rip-rap.
b. necessary seeding or sodding.
c. fencing needed to protect the facility from livestock.
D. Lifespan - The sediment shdl be maintained without additional cost-sharing for aminimum of

20 yearstollowing the calendar year of inddlation. Cost-shares must be refunded if the
producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications

1) Sediment Basin - The structure must be constructed to meet the requirements of gpplicable
gtandards and specifications in the NRCS Technica Guide, Section IV, as follows. 350,
Sediment Basin; 378, Pond; and 410, Grade Stabilization Structure. Seeding or sodding
shdl be performed in accordance with specifications for 342, Critica Area Planting.

2) Fencing - Fencing must be constructed according to specifications in NRCS Practice 382.
3) Structures - Structures must be condructed in accordance with standards and
gpecificationsin NRCS Practice 410, Grade Stabilization Structure.
F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates
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EQIP
HANDBOOK STREAMBANK & SHORELINE PROTECTION 580
]

Streambank & Shor eline Protection (580)

A. The purpose of this practice is to stabilize or protect banks of streams, lakes, estuaries or

B.

excavated channdls.

Apply this practice to natura or excavated channels where the streambanks are susceptible to
eroson and to shorelines where the problem can be solved with reatively smple structures or
vegetation.

Palicies:
1) Codgt-sharing isauthorized for:

a. remova of fdlen trees, sumps, and debris

b. remova of trees and brush that adversdy affect the growth of desrable bank
vegetation

c. reduction of the dope of streambanks to provide a suitable condition for vegetative

protection or the ingtalation of structura measures.

placement of rock with filter blanket

deflectors congtructed of posts, piling, fencing, rock or other materias

fencing for protection from damage from livestock or vehicular traffic

vegetation for erosion control

bulkheads

revetments

groins

vegetation

TS oo

L ifespan - This syslem shdl be maintained without additional cost-sharing for a minimum of 20
years following the caendar year of inddlation. Cost-shares must be refunded if the farmer
destroys the practice during its lifespan.

Specifications: This practice must be constructed to meet the requirements of the standards
and specifications in the NRCS Technicd guide, Section 1V; 580, Streambank & Shoreline
Protection.

Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates
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EQIP
HANDBOOK STRUCTURE FOR WATER CONTROL 587
]

Structurefor Water Control (587)

A. The purpose of this practiceisto control the stage, discharge, distribution or ddlivery of water
in open channels or water use area.

B. Apply this practice wherever a permanent structure is needed as in integral part of an existing
water system, or Shdlow Water Management for Wildlife (646).

C. Policies:

1) Cost-sharing is authorized for gpplicable structures for systems identified in paragraph "B
above.

2) Cost-dhaing is not authorized for irrigation structures which are part of a digtribution
sysem unless it spedficdly is inddled for improving irrigation efficiency or weater
conservation.

3) Cost-sharingisnot authorized for culvertsingtalled for the purpose of providing vehicle or
equipment access.

4) Cost-sharing isnot authorized for interior structures for water management for rice or
aquaculture production.

D. Lifespan - The dructures shal be maintained without additional cost-sharing for aminimum of
20 years following the cdendar year of ingdlation. Codgt-shares must be refunded if the
producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications: The practice must meet the requirements of the applicable standards and
gpecifications in Section IV or the NRCS Technical Guide, Structure for Water Control 587,
and Critica Area Planting, 342.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates
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EQIP
HANDBOOK TERRACE 600
Terrace (600)

A. The purpose of this practice is to provide control of eroson on cropland and reduce pollution
of water, land, or air from agricultural nor+point sources.

Apply this practice to cropland subject to erosion from water runoff.
C. Pdliciesfor thispractice are asfollows:

1) Cost-sharing is authorized for:

a. Terraces and the necessary leveling and filling to permit inddlation of an effective
sysem.

b. Removd of turnrows, or earth embankments and necessary leveing and filling when it
is determined that the remova of such objects or leveing and filling are necessary to
the establishment of an effective terrace system.

c. Mateidsand ingalation of pipe and other outlets.

d. Converting the present system to a new system ONLY if the present system is not
serving its intended conservation purpose. Cost-sharing is not authorized for ether of
the fallowing:

(1) tomaintain the present system

(2) if the sole purpose is converting the present system because of a change in
cropping patterns or equipment the farmer used.

e. Sead, fetilizer and lime

2) Contour farming must be practiced on the area to be terraced. Contour farming is
authorized for incentive payment only.

3) Necessay protective outlets or grassed waterways must be ingtdled, vegetated, and
stabilized before terraces are constructed.

4) The remova of turnrows and earth embankments should be considered necessary if they
interfere with the establishment of vegetative waterways, obstruct or prevent obtaining
terrace and row aignment, or prevent the congtruction of uniform terrace channds.

5) Obsructions to be removed must be leveled and smoothed to give even, uniform dopes
and must not require a depth of cut and fill to strip al topsoil from any gppreciable area.

D. Lifespan - The sysem shdl be maintained without additiond cost-sharing for aminimum of 10

years following the cdendar year of indadlation. Cogt-shares must be refunded if the producer
destroys the practice during its lifespan.
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TERRACE 600

E. Specifications - The structure must be constructed to meet the requirements of the gpplicable
dandards and specifications in the NRCS Field Office Technicad Guide, Section IV; 600,
Terrace; 466, Land Smoothing (Land to Be Terraced); and 342, Critical Area Planting.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for alowable components and approved cost rates
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EQIP
HANDBOOK TREE/SHRUB ESTABLISHMENT 612
]

Tree/Shrub Establishment (612)

A. The purpose of this practice is to establish a stand of trees in a timber planting thet will
enhance environmental benefits.

Apply this practice for the converson of pastureland or cropland to trees.
C. Eligibility
To bedigiblefor C/S, this practice shall:
improve environmenta benefits to an acceptable leve

prevent degradation of environmenta benefits from recurring
be included in the approved tree planting plan

D. Paliciesfor thispractice are asfollows:.

1) A forest management plan developed by NRCS is required to be digible for cost-share
funds.

2) Cost-share funds are authorized for Ste preparation on cropland or pasturdand, only
where it is essentid to permit planting desirable tree species. Technicd assstance must be
used to determine the suitability of the land for Site preparation and the measures necessary
to prevent the degradation of the Site by soil erosion.

3) Cost-share funds are not authorized for:
Requests for planting trees on more than 1,000 acres
Planting orchard or ornamentd trees
Panting for Christmas tree production
Fencing
Messures to protect seedlings from wildlife destruction
4) Plantings must be protected from dedructive fire and dedtructive grazing. Grazing is

permitted if recommended by a SWCD gpproved grazing plan which isincorporated in the
forest management plan.

5) In the event of savere competition from weeds or brush, measures should be taken to
release the planted stock.

6) Seedlings will be one-year nursery stock. Cuttings should be taken from 1-3 year old
gock. Seedlings must conform to minimum standards established by the Louisana
Department of Agriculture and Forestry.

7) There will be a survivd of at least 350 well didtributed pine seedlings, or 200 hardwood
seedlings or cuttings per acre after the first growing season.
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E.

8)

9)

TREE/SHRUB ESTABLISHMENT 612

On-ste ingpections will be made during the planting operations to determine compliance
of the planter and quality of the seedlings.

Chemicds used in performing this practice must be federaly, state, and locdly registered,
and must be applied in accordance with authorized registered wses, labdl directions, and
other federd and state requirements and policies.

10) Consideration must be given to protecting the resource base and the environment.

11) Seed sources - Refer to Exhibit 1, Part | of Chapter |1 of the EQIP Handbook.

Lifespan - This practice shdl be maintained for a minimum of 15 years following the calendar
year of establishment. Cogt-share funds must be refunded if the practice is destroyed during

thislifepan.
Specifications

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

Pine seedlings shdl be planted on a proven and acceptable spacing which will yied an
initial dengty of 600 to 900 trees per acre. Hardwood species and cypress shdl be
planted on a proven and acceptable spacing which will yield an initid density of 250 to 550
trees per acre.

Seedling roots and cuttings must be kept cool and moist until planted. Seedlings may be
either machine or hand planted. An ample hole should be made to hold dl roots without
crowding or Jrooting and the soil should be packed firmly around the roots A minimum
amount of root pruning is alowed on hardwood seedlings. Pine seedlings should be st at
the same depth in the soil as they were prior to lifting from nursery beds. Hardwood
seedlings should be et in the soil with the root collar a or dightly below the ground line.
Cuttings should be a minimum of 20 inches in length, planted with no more than 2 inches
exposed above the ground line.

Chemical gpplication for Ste preparation:  Herbicides usad in this trestment must be
labeled for forestry use and rates per acre must be approved by the Louisiana Department
of Agriculture and Forestry. Minima acceptable rates will be on file at the loca LDAF
offices. Over-the-top chemica gpplications for pine seedlings in pastures/fields during a
planting season must be completed by the following July 1.

Sub-soiling as a component to siviculturd treatment must be performed when determined
needed by the Natura Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and included in the forest
management plan. Sub-soiling of land prior to planting shall be on centers spaced the same
as tree planting space to a minimum depth of 12 inches, be performed between July 1 -
December 31, and a minimum of 30 days prior to planting. Seedlings, cuttings, and seed
will be planted in the furrows made by sub-soiling.

Plant and Release: Trees can be planted followed by an gpproved herbicide application
consdered safe for the release of newly planted pine. Herbicide recommendations are to
be made by a person knowledgesble in forest herbicide use and dl labels must be
followed. The herbicide trestment must be completed during the active growing season of
the targeted pecies, but no late than October 1 or the year following the previous planting
Season.
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G. Maximum Federal Cost-Share

- For land use conversion (cropland or pastureland planted to trees)
Base: 50% of the actual cost, not to exceed 3 specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract
LR / BF/R: 60% of the actual cost, not to exceed 4 gpecified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

- For tree planting in riparian zone
Base: 75% of the actud cost, not to exceed g gpecified maximum rte, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract
LR/ BF/R:85% of the actual cost, not to exceed 5 gpecified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

- See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for alowable components and approved cost rates

H. Forest Site Preparation (490) - Refer to practice 490
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Underground Outlet (620)

A. The purpose of this practice is to dispose of excess water from terraces, diversons, surface
drans, or other concentrations without causing damage by eroson or flooding.

B. Apply this practice to digible land where: excessive surface water needs to be disposed of; a
buried outlet is needed for diversons, terraces, water and sediment control basins, or smilar
practices, and where surface outlets are impractica because of dahility problems, climatic
conditions, land use, or equipment traffic.

C. Policies:

1) Cost-sharing is authorized for earthwork, pipe, and vegetation.

D. Lifespan - The structures shal be maintained without additional cost-sharing for aminimum of
20 years following the caendar year of inddlation. Codt-shares must be refunded if the
producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications: The practice must meet the requirements of the applicable standards and
gpecifications in the NRCS Technica Guide, Section 1V; 620, Underground Outlet.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 50% of the actud cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 60% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for alowable components and approved cost rates
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Use Exclusion (472)

A. Thepurpose of this practice isto protect, maintain or improve the quantity and qudity of
plant and anima resources and maintain cover to protect the soil resource.

B. Apply this practice to digible land where forest reproduction, soil hydrologic values, siream
water quality, exigting or planted vegetation can be damaged by livestock.

C. Padlicies:

1) Cost-sharing is authorized for congtruction of fencing where livestock are present and
have the potential to damage plant resources.

2) Cost-sharing isnot authorized for replacing or repairing existing fences.

D. Lifespan— The practice must be maintained for the life of the contract.

E. Specifications: Thispractice will be carried out in accordance with NRCS standards ~ and
specifications;, 472, Use Exclusion; 472 & 382, Fence; Section IV of the NRCS FOTG.

E. Maximum Federal Cost-Sharing

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR /BF/R: 85% of the actud cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates
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Watering Facility (614)

A.

The purpose of this practice is to provide watering facilities for livestock at selected locations
that will protect vegetative cover through proper distribution of grazing or through better
grasdand management for erosion control.

Apply this practice where there is a need for new or improved watering Stes to permit the
desred level of grasdand management, to reduce hedth hazards for livestock, and to reduce
livestock waste in streams.

Policies:

1) Cost-sharing is authorized only for trough, tanks, foundations, and appurtenances that are
anecessay part of agrazing management plan.

2) Cost-sharing is not alowed under this practice for wells, pumps or pipdines (Refer to
Practice 516 and 642).

Lifespan - This practice must be maintained without additiona cost-sharing for aminimum of
10 years following the cdendar year of inddlation. Cod-shares must be refunded if the
producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

Specifications: This practice will be carried out in accordance with NRCS standards and
gpecifications, 614, Watering Facility; Section 1V of the NRCS FOTG. If foundations (pads)
are planned, reference NRCS standards and specifications; 561, Heavy Use Area Protection;
Section 1V of the NRCS FOTG

Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost Ligt for allowable components and approved cost rates
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Waste Stor age Facility (313)

A. The purpose of this practice is to provide temporary storage of solid and/or liquid agricultura
wadte to prevent the pollution of water, land, and air.

B. Apply this practice to areas on digible land where agriculturdl waste from the farm condtitutes
aggnificant pollution hazard.

C. Pdliciesfor thispractice are asfollows:

1) Thepracticeis designed to provide facilities for temporary storing and handling agriculturd
wadte and controlling surface run-off water to permit the recycling of the waste onto the

land in a way that will abate pollution that would otherwise result from exigting farming
operations.

2) Cost-sharing is limited to solving the pollution problems where the farming operation
causing pollution from agricultura wadte is part of atotd farming operation.

3) Cost-share funds are authorized for:

a. Only for waste storage facilities, waste storage tanks, waste stacking facilities, waste
stling fadilities, and compogting facilities, land shaping, and sSmilar measures needed
as part of a system on the farm to manage agricultural wastes, and only for agricultura
wastes produced on the applicant's farming operation.

b. For:

(1) Permanently ingtaled equipment needed as an integrd part of the system, such
as buried main lines to carry waste from the storage facility to the fied.

(2) Fencing and vegetative cover, including mulching needed to protect the facility.
(3) Levding and filling to permit inddling an effective sysem.

4) Cost-sharing is authorized only if the facilities will contribute sgnificantly to maintaining o
improving the soil or water qudlity.

5) All gae laws, rules and regulations governing the use of waste storage facilities shal be
grictly adhered to. The farm owner will be responsible for securing necessary permits
where required.

6) Cost-sharingisnot authorized:

a. For wagte facilities to store, handle, or dispose of chemicas used in the farming
operation. Chemicas include insecticides, peticides, herbicides, fungicides, and other
chemicas used in the farming operation.
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b. For:
(1) Portable pumps or other portable equipment (such as honey-wagons, manure
spreaders, portable big gun irrigators)
(2) Buildings or modifications of buildings.
(3) Spreading agriculturd wastes on the land.

c. For the portion of the cost of agricultural waste structures installed under or attached
to buildings which serve as part of the building or its foundation.

d. For agriculturd waste facilities that do not meet local or State regulations.
e. Foringdlation primarily for the operator's convenience.

D. Lifespan - The practice shdl be maintained without additional cost-sharing for a minimum of
15 years following the cdendar year of indalation. Cogt-shares mugt be refunded if the
producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications
1) The practice must meet the requirements of NRCS Technical Guide, Section 1V; 313,
Waste Storage Facility; 317, Composting Facility, and 382, Fence. Seeding or sodding
shdl be performed in accordance with specifications for 342, Critica Area Planting.

2) Where recommended by the supervisng technician, the minimum and maximum gpplication

range of fertilizer shal be 36 to 80 pounds of plant food (nitrogen, phosphate, potash) per
acre.

3) Fendng

a. Where afence subgtantially meets or exceeds these minimum requirements, the NRCS
technician may approve the fence as meeting the practice requirements.

b. SeePart | of the EQIP Handbook.
F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

1) Fencing: SeePractice 382, Fence of EQIP Handbook

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for alowable components and approved cost rates
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2) Seeds. SeePart| of EQIP Handbook ¥
3) Fatilizer: SeePart | of EQIP Handbook

4) Waste Storage Ponds:
a  New Facility

- Base: 75% of the actud cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

" LR/ BF/R: 85% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum
of $2750.00 per contract

" See 2003 Statewide Average Cost Ligt for alowable components and approved cost

rates
* cubic yards of earth moved in excavating the storage pond and a borrow areg, if

required.
b. Modified Facility:

- Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR /BF/R: 85% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum
of $2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for alowable components and approved cost
rates

c. EathenlLiner:
1) Placement and Compaction.

2) Loading and hauling of gproved earthen liner materid from a remote on farm
borrow area

3) Purchase and ddivery of off farm gpproved earthen liner materid
4) Addition of Bentonite
d. Wadgte Didribution Equipment:

See Irrigation Water Conveyance 428 & 430 in EQIP Handbook.

¥ Annualsareeligible for cost-sharing only when used as nurse cropsin conjunction with perennials.
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Waste Treatment L agoon (359)

A. The purpose of this practiceisto biologicaly trest organic waste, reduce pollution and protect
the environment.

B. Apply this practice to aress on digible land where agriculturd waste from the farm condtitutes
aggnificant pollution hazard.

C. Pdliciesfor this practice are asfollows:

1) Thepracticeis designed to provide alagoon for storing, treating, and handling agricultura
wadte and controlling surface runoff water to permit the recycling of the waste onto the land
in a way that will abate pollution that would otherwise result from exiging farming
operations.

2) Cost-sharing is limited to solving the pollution problems where the farming operation
causing pollution from agriculturd waste is part of a total farming operation, and only for
tresting agricultural wastes produced on the applicant's farming operation.

3) Cost-sharing is authorized:

a. Only for agrobic and anaerobic lagoons, and smilar facilities as well as diversons,
channds, waterways, outlet structures, plumbing, pipeines, land-shaping, and Smilar
measures needed as part of a system on the farm to manage agricultural wastes.

b. For:

(1) Permanently ingtaled equipment needed as an integra part of the system such as
permanently ingtaled pumps, and buried mainlines to carry waste from the lagoon
to thefield.

(2) Fencing and vegetative cover, including mulching needed to protect the fecility.
(3) Levding and filling to permit inddling an effective sysem.

4) Cost-sharing is authorized only if the wagte treatment lagoon facilities will contribute
sgnificantly to maintaining or improving the soil or water qudity.

5) All gate laws, rules and regulations governing the use of waste trestment lagoons shdl be
grictly adhered to. The farm owner will be responsible for securing necessary permits
where required.

6) Damsor levees must be seeded or sodded. Cost-shares are authorized.

7) All work, incuding the ddivery ramp, must be completed prior to paying cost-shares
earned.
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8) Cost-dhaingisnot authorized:

a

d.

€.

For wagte facilities to store, handle, or dispose of chemicals used in the farming
operation. Chemicas include insecticides, pesticides, herbicides, fungicides, and other
chemicals usad in the farming operation.

For:

(1) Portable pumps or other portable equipment (such as honey-wagons, manure
spreaders, portable big gun irrigators.

(2) Buildings or modifications of buildings.
(3) Spreading agriculturd wastes on the land.

For the portion of the cost of agriculturd waste structures installed under or attached to
buildings which serve as part of the building or its foundation.

For agricultural waste facilities that do not meet local or state regulations.

For ingalation primarily for the operator's convenience.

D. Lifespan - The practice shdl be maintained without additional cost-sharing for a minimum of
15 years following the cdendar year of ingtdlation. Cogt-shares must be refunded if the farmer
destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications

1) The practice must meet the requirements of NRCS Technicad Guide, Section 1V; 359,
Waste Treatment Lagoon; 430, Irrigation Water Conveyance - Pipeline. Seeding or
sodding shdl be performed in accordance with specifications for 342, Critical Area
Fanting.

2) Fendng
a Where afence subgtantially meets or exceeds these minimum requirements, the NRCS

technician may gpprove the fence as meeting the practice requirements.

b. See Practice 392, Fence in the EQIP Handbook

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for alowable components and approved cost rates
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1) EathenLiner:
a. Placement and Compaction. Exiding on Ste materia —

b. Loading and hauling of approved earthen liner materid from a remote on farm borrow
area

c. Purchase and ddivery of off farm gpproved earthen liner materid
d. Addition of Bentonite

2) Fencing - See Practice 382, Fence of the EQIP Handbook

3) Seeds- SeePart | of EQIP Handbook ¥

4) Fetilizer - See Part | of EQIP Handbook

5) Wadgte Didtribution Equipment:

a. Seelrrigation Water Conveyance 428 & 430 in EQIP Handbook
8) Spail Spreading

v Annuals are eligible for cost-sharing only when used as nurse crops in conjunction with perennials.
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Water and Sediment Control Basin (638)

A. The purpose of this practice is to reduce watercourse and gully erosion, trap sediment, reduce
and manage ondite and downstream runoff, and improve downstream water quality.

B. Apply this practice on digible land where watercourse and gully erosion are a problem, runoff
and sediment damage land and improvements, and where adequate outlets are available or can
be provided.

C. Podlicies:
1) Cost-shaing isauthorized for earthwork, vegetation, and outlets.

2) This practice must be part of a conservation plan that includes conservation practices to
control sheet and rill erosion.

D. Lifespan - The practice shal be maintained without additional cost-sharing for a minimum of
10 years following the cdendar year of inddlation. Cogt-shares must be refunded if the
producer destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications: The practice must meet the requirements of the applicable sandards and
gpecifications in Section IV or the NRCS Technicd Guide; 638, Water and Sediment Control
Basin; 342, Criticd Area Planting; 620, Underground Outlet; 600, Terraces.

F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actud cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for allowable components and approved cost rates
1) Seeds, Fertilizer, and Lime - Refer to Part | of the EQIP Handbook.

2) Outlet - Refer to Practice 620, Underground Ouitlet.
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Well (642)
A. The purpose of this practice is to provide water for livestock, facilitate the proper use of
vegetation on rangeland and pasture, and maintain or improve water quality.

B. Apply this practice to instalations that provide water at locations which will achieve eroson
control and prevent further or stop water qudity impairment through better distribution of
grazing or proper rotation of grazing and results in a better grasd and management.

C. Palicies:
1) Cost-sharing isauthorized for:

a. Condruction or deepening of wells, only where this is the least cost dternative for
providing livestock water (refer to {378} Pond or {614} Trough or Tank).

b. Pumping equipment (except for artesan wells).

c. Inacontinuous grazing system, a producer may be digible for cost-share on a pond or
well. However, the amount cost-shared for the well cannot exceed the cost of a pond.

d. Inarotationa grazing system, cost-share is dlowed for apond or well. Cost-share for
pond or well will be only limited to the cost shown in the statewide cogt list.

2) Where ground water quality is such that corroson of well screens or points is serious,
suitable corroson resstant metals must be used.

3) Thewdl must furnish an adequate supply of water.

4) No cost-sharing isauthorized under this practice for any installation which is:
a. PRIMARILY for the use of recreation, wildlife, dry lot feeding, corrals, or barns.
b. For the purpose of providing water for the farm or ranch headquarters.

D. Lifespan - The sysem shdl be maintained without additiona cost-sharing for a minimum of 20
years following the caendar year of inddlation. Cost-shares must be refunded if the producer
destroys the practice during its lifespan.

E. Specifications

1) Wae Wadls - This practice will be caried out according to the standards and

gpecifications in the NRCS FOTG, Section 1V; 642, Well; and dl locdl, state, and federa
laws.

2). Specid Responshilities
a) Any contractor who drills a wel must be licensed with the State of Louidana,
Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD).
b) All wells shdl be registered with DOTD in accordance with Sate laws.

Well 642
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F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actua cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for alowable components and approved cost rates
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Well Decommissioning (351)

A. The purpose of this practice is to protect water qudity by preventing contamination of ground
water from surface runoff into abandoned weater wells.

B. Apply thispractice to any drilled or hand-dug abandoned water well that islocated on
farmland or afarmstead that has been permanently discontinued from use and threatens to
contaminate or pollute the groundwater aquifer.

C. Pdliciesfor this practice are asfollows:

1) Abandoned water wells must be plugged according to Federd, State, and loca health and
environmentd laws.

2) Priority shdl be given to welsthat are contaminating aquifers used for drinking water.
3) Thispracticeisonly authorized for drilled or hand-dug abandoned water wells.

4) Thispracticeisnot dlowed for water wells drilled at an oil or gas drilling Ste to supply
water for drilling activities.

5) The participant must:

a. Securedl necessary permits without C/S assistance before starting construction of the
practice

b. Provide a copy of any forms, logs, or reports required by Federd, State, or local well-
plugging laws to the designated technician as part of the practice completion
certification

c. Ensurethat the surface area disturbed during practice establishment is seeded to
vegetative cover without C/S assistance.

6) Cost-sharing is authorized for the following:

a. labor costs to remove pumps, associated piping, ungrouted liner pipe, and other
obstacles that must be removed before the well is plugged.

Important: All debris must be disposed of according to state and local laws
and regulations without C/S assistance.
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Well Decommissioning 351

chlorine used for disnfectant

materia needed to fill and sedl the well, such as, cement, bentonite, or other acceptable
materias

cement or clay materids needed to cap dug wells

cogs to back fill dug wells with surface materidsto the surface

other smilar materids

necessary labor costs to plug the well

2=

Q@—"opo

7) Cost-sharing is not authorized for the following:

a. plugging test or exploratory wells or holes, which are consdered the respongbility of
the landowner and should have been properly plugged immediately after completion of
al testing, sampling, or other operations for which the well or hole was origindly
intended.

b. plugging drive (punched) weter wells, which are wells in which the screen section of the
casing isdriven into the water formation.

c. plugging il or gaswells

d. feescharged for water quaity testing.

D. Lifespan - The practice shdl be maintained for aminimum of 20 years after the calendar year
thet the well is plugged.

E. Specifications - The practice must meet the requirements of applicable standards and
gpecifications in NRCS Practice 351.
F. Maximum Federal Cost-Share:

Base: 75% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2500.00 per contract

LR / BF/R: 85% of the actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum rate, maximum of
$2750.00 per contract

See 2003 Statewide Average Cost List for alowable components and approved cost rates
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